
SHOPPING
Streets: First head to the bottom of Dong Khoi (‘Khai’) (E6) and walk up 
exploring adjacent streets – particularly Dong Du (‘yu’) (D5-C6).  For a more 
authentic slice of Saigon, cross Nguyen Hue (‘wing way’) and explore Ton That 
Thiep (E4), Ton That Dam (E4) and Ho Tung Mau (E5).  Antique hunters can lose 
a day on Le Cong Kieu (F3).  Ready for more?  Le Thanh Ton (D3-C4) from Dong 
Khoi, then south down Pasteur (D3) will yield more treasure, as will Ben Thanh 
Market on Le Loi (E2) and surrounding streets.  

Lacquer ware: The stand out thing to bring 
home from Saigon.  Head to Saigon Craft (D5) for 
stunning original works, then Gift 42 (D6) for the 
best of the rest.

Home Decor: 
Does your place  
need a makeover?  
If you’re thinking of investing $2,000 or more on 
home furnishing, a crate shipped from Saigon 
could pay for your trip.  Begin by looking for major 
items in Gaya (E4) if you like modern, and Verlim 

(F5), if your style is more formal/traditional.  Organise shipping through either 
of these fine merchants.  Then you can go wild and buy up…Framed Art (see 
below), Gom Viet pottery (C3), NGA (C4/D3) /Mosaic 
(D5) lights and antiques found on Le Cong Kieu.  
Provide extra padding for your crate with Catherine 
Denoual (B5) bed ware, and/or Dolce Casa (D5) 
cushions/quilts.  Ask these and other retailers to 
deliver your purchases back to Gaya or Verlim.  They 
take care of the rest.

Clothes: Vietnamese silk is fabulous and Hoang Khai showed the world.  
His flagship Khai Silk store at 107 Dong Khoi (D5) is a must visit.  Next door, 
Creation (D5) and Indochina (C5) provide sterling competition.  
Ladies, you are spoilt for choice after this.  Follow your nose, 
but make sure you don’t miss La Bella (D3), La Bella Blue (D3), 
Song (C4), and acclaimed designer Minh Hanh (D6).  Look out 
for exquisite hand embroidered items along the way. 

Accessories: At Gaya (E4) you’ll spot Anupa bags and 
you’ll want one.  Those not loaded should avoid sticker shock 
and (ladies) head immediately to Ipa Nima (D3) for a stunning 

Gaya

Ipa-Nima

Gift 42

and more affordable collection.  Press on to Manadrina (D3) for bargain shoes 
and Le Hang (D3) for bead/bespoke jewelry nirvana. 

Kids’ presents: Musical stuff from Chuck and Anna (D5) 
will hit the spot.

DVD:  For movie buffs with no scruples - Ho Tung Mau (E5)

Romance: Candles, oils and soaps from Harnn (C6).

Tacky tourist stuff: Ben Thanh Market (E2) has the 
most.  Adjacent streets are great for fashion hunters/foodies. 

Bookstores: Fahasa books (C4/D5).

Art: Vietnamese artists are increasing their 
international reputation.  Sell some stock and 
invest in something yielding a daily return from your 
walls.  Consider your investment in Apricot (D6), 
Mai’s (D5), Hanoi Studio (C6), or Tu Do (E5).  Eat 
and contemplate in Gallery Deli (D5).  Listen and 
contemplate in Sax ‘n Art (D3).  Original art out of 
your range?  Bring home a tube of 1m sq $60 knockoffs.  Bargain frames – Ben 
Thanh Art and Frame (A6).  

Gentleman/Tailors: Chaps – don’t despair.  Khai Silk 
(D5) and Creation (D5) have very desirable shirts at around 
$30, and ties to compete with your Zegnas for $10.  Off the 
peg shirts can be tailored for you at no charge.  Otherwise, 
take your favourite shirts/shorts/pants to the lovely Tricia and 
Verona (C5), who’ll make you up a perfect copy in silk, linen 
or finest Egyptian cotton.  Allow two days.  $25 - $50.  Here 
for five days?  You have time for a suit.  For quality work from 
old boys who know their cloth - Cao Minh (D3).  Want to go 
where old money/ex pats go?  Minh Doan (D2) is your pick. 

Phones: VNPT charge like a wounded bull for 
roaming.  Pick up a local SIM at Dien Thoai Mobile 
(B4) or one of the many on Ho Tung Mau (E5).  Note: 
from international dial +848 8xx xxxx.  Locally drop 
the 848.  Mobiles, from international dial +84 9xx xxx 
xxx, locally 09xx xxx xxx. 

presents - sorted

knockoff heaven

copy magicians

Mobile Service

RESTAURANTS
Vietnamese: First up, you need to try the 
national dish Pho (‘fuh’).  Delicious broth and 
noodles with meat and fresh greens/herbs you 
add.  Where?  Pho 2000 (E2) is a good halfway 
house between local and tourist.  Pho Oso (D6) is 
on a safe bet with their promise “no delicious, no 
pay”.  Pho 24 (C5) is increasingly everywhere and 

has air con and comfort.  Ready for more?  Local tycoon Hoang Khai does more 
than silk.  Try one of his Vietnamese degustations, at the gorgeous Nam Phan 
(B4), with outside courtyard, or Nam Kha (D5), around a ritzy indoor pool.  Try his 
Hoi An (A6) restaurant for some regional specialties.  With set menus at $25 and 
up, they are pricey by local standards, but truly memorable.  For less formal and 
cheaper dining, seek out Quan An Ngon (C2).  It’s always packed.  For a clubby 
evening, book at Temple Club (E4), with coffee and ice cream at Fanny (E4) 
afterwards.  For intimate, try Lemongrass (D5). 

French: Lower your expectations.  The legacy of 
fine food is thin on the ground in Saigon.  For five 
star dining at first world prices - Square One (C5) 
and Le Bordeaux are the places to go.  For a more 
intimate Saigon experience, seek out one of the 
smaller places - Bi Bi (B6), La Forchette (D6) and La 
Nicoise (E5) are all nice.  The Camargue (B5) and 
The Refinery (D5) both have great courtyard settings and good menu choices.

Comfort food: OK we all need a break.  Staying two star?  Start your day 
with breakfast at the Majestic (E6) or the Sheraton (C5).  Get your burger fix at 
Underground (D6), your pizza fix at Sarpino’s (E4).  Chocolate - Jeff de Bruges (C6).

CAFES 
Find refuge at Highland (C5), Gloria Jeans (D5), 
Mojo (C5) or Java (C6).   Alternatively, save the planet 
from pint size caramel lattes and 
seek out La Fenetre Soleil (D3).  
Brave the decrepit stairway and 
enter an oasis.  Even better, go 
local.  Grab a plastic chair and sit 

on the pavement at Kem Cafe (D6).  Practice saying ‘ga-fe da’ 
(black+ice) or ‘ga-fe sua da’ (condensed milk).  For hot say 
‘na-um’.  Don’t expect to be understood. 

Vietnamese 101 - Pho

the Refinery

Le Fenetre Soleil

local coffee

FOOD
Enjoy your local coffee?  Test your luggage 
allowance and stock up with excellent local beans 
at the coffee shop on Dong Khoi (D5) or the one at 
the bottom of Ton That Dam (F5).  $7 to $10 a kilo.  
Pay the extra for Arabica or a blend. The cheaper 
Robusta bean that makes Vietnam the world’s #2 
coffee exporter is bitter on its own.  Other local 

provisions can also be found on Ton That Dam 
street market and around the corner on Ham Nghi.  
Look out for excellent bargain priced cashew nuts.  
Need a stash of upmarket/familiar goodies in your 
room?  Look no further than Annam (C6) or Veggy’s 
(B5) for fine imported produce.  Heading out of 
town?  Grab some fresh baguettes and pastries 
from Pat a Chou (C5).

PAMPERING
Good/cheap massage places aren’t as plentiful as elsewhere 
in SE Asia.  For more than the table/shower curtain 
experience, head up to the tranquil Spa Tropic (A3) or the 
cozy D1 L’Apothiquaire (C4).  Vietnamese style massage is 
great, a little bit of Thai, Shiatsu, Swedish, Chinese, you never 
know what’s next.  The Majestic (E6) does this particularly 
well.  Prices at all the above around $24 
an hour.  Xuan Spa (C5) at the Park Hyatt 
and Qi (C5) at the Caravelle are fabulous 
but more expensive.  On the other hand, 

with the exception of Dong Du Salon (C5), the $10 places at 
the bottom of Dong Khoi that look dodgy are dodgy.  Chaps 
- head over to Just Men (D4) for a charming and legitimate 
male haven.  If you’ve never had a manicure/pedicure before, 
now’s the time.  At 3am, the jet lagged can stroll to the 24 
hour Rona massage (F3).
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BARS/NIGHTLIFE
First up you have to tick the ‘been there done 
that’ box with rooftop drinks at the Rex Hotel (D4), 
Saigon Saigon (C5) or the excellent Level 23 (D5).  
Impress your date at icy cool Q Bar (C5).  Business 
globetrotters, resist CNN and a club sandwich, 
and get out to Cafe Latin (C6) or 
Quing (C6) instead.  For lively/

music, go to Camargue (B5), Vasco’s (B5), Blue Gekko 
(A5) or Alibi (B5).  For the Saigon ‘Hard Rock’ experience - 
Apocalypse Now (C6).  For pool joints - NY Saigon (C5), CaLi 
(C6), Chieu Thuy (A5), or pick one of the bars that go by a 
number only.  To rave with the locals, head to Gossip (F2) or 
America.  For a younger international crowd, go to Eden Bar 
(F1).  For an older, new rich crowd - New World Hotel (F1). 

Late night: Saigon isn‘t as dangerous as its reputation, but don’t wander the 
streets drunk and be extra wary of motor cycle taxi (xe-om or ‘moto’) drivers after 
midnight.  Get a taxi.  Don’t struggle to close your wallet on the street after taking 
cash from an ATM - especially on Dong Khoi.  Go to the ANZ bank (D6) or the 
ATM by the casino at the Sheraton (D5). 

USEFUL 
Getting About: Crossing the road in Saigon can be 
a nightmare.  The trick is to disconnect the part of your 
brain that processes fear.  Be Moses.  Walk slowly and 
confidently - the sea of motor schooters will part every time.  
After this, you’re ready to for some serious fun - a trip on a 
moto.  Whilst a few vice peddlers at the bottom of Dong 
Khoi give these chaps a bad reputation, and few speak much 
English, it’s the only way to see this town.  Note that your 
moto driver will be getting a kickback from some places he’s 
recommending.  He needs it to live, so if you get a good moto, tip well.  If not, 
stop at the nearest corner and duck into a shop until he’s gone.  20,000 for short 
trips, 150,000 plus tip for a half-day.  

Medical: There are many pharmacies (Nha Thuoc) about.  The one at the top 
of Dong Khoi is the best (C4).  Play charades to explain your problem, or write 
down the medicine you’re after and see if you’re in luck.  For more minor medical 
matters, the nice folks at Family Medical (A2) will take good care of you.  For 
more serious problems get to Singapore or Bangkok if you can.  
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MySherpa. We read what the experts thought when they came some time ago.  
We read all the best travel web sites and blogs.  We partner with locals and see for 
ourselves. We weed out the weakest links.  We discover new gems.  
We arrive at the MySherpa view:

The best  
experiences 
in a nutshell

ACTIVITIES

RESTAURANTS/CAFE’s

NIGHTLIFE

USEFUL

Strike plans for
one hour/day/night, 

or two days plus.

Jazz bars, cool bars, 
pool bars, dive bars.

Local rave haunts. 
Trendy nightclubs. 

Crossing the road. 
Motos. Safety. Medical.

Vietnamese, French, 
comfort food.  Beyond 

the caramel latte. 

WHAT’S
GOOD? 

Lacquer ware, home 
decore, silk, fashion,
bags, shoes, gifts.
The unique.   
The bargains. 

ART
Original works and bargains. 
Galleries to seek out. 

TAILORS
Speedy copy  
magicians.  Old boys  
who know their cloth.

ACCOMMODATION
Saigon hi-lo.  Luxury  
options and two star 
bargains.

SHOPPING

Ce qui est bon?To t  gi?

Was ist gut?

Xopo  o?

Cual es bueno?

ACCOMMODATION
Sleeping in Saigon is a game of ‘hi-lo’.  Choose 
luxury, or seek out a two star bargain.  There’s not 
much in between.  For value, the backpacker district 
of Pham Ngo Lao (‘faam moo laow’) has many 
great small hotels available.  Bich Duyen (C1) and 

Blue River (C1) join the more 
established An An Hotel (C1) 
as discerning choices to stay for less than $40.  Those here 
for the nightlife will like Ho Sen (C6).  It has box seat position 
for bar hopping.  Their VIP room is fabulous at $70.  Thanh 
Loc (E4) is in an interesting part of town and is clean and 
spacious.  The MySherpa pick?  Without doubt the spanking 
new Linh Hotel (C6) on Dong Du (‘yu’).  Comfort and space 
in the centre of the shopping/nightlife strike zone.  At $35, 
it’s an eye-popping bargain.

At the value end of your luxury options is the Renaissance Riverside (D6).  As of 
writing, the Renaissance was voted the #1 hotel in town, based on the excellent 
‘TripAdvisor Popularity Index’.  329 comfortable rooms, rising above the river, with 
good amenities and service - yours for around $200 a night.  Like some history 
and character when you travel?  Go local and 
stay at the Majestic (E6), in pride of place at #1 
Dong Khoi (‘khai’), the main shopping street.  It’s 
showing its age, but Colonial Rooms are spacious 
and it has the best breakfast spot in town.  Best 
deals - book direct on their web site.  Like your five 
star comforts?  Holding its own admirably against 
the tide of global chains is the Caravelle (C5).  It has dress circle position by the 
Opera House, style and flawless service for around $300.  If you’re a Sheraton 
(C5) fan, or paying with company plastic, you’ll be happy.  Saigon has the mother 
ship.  One of the largest and best of their global chain runs like a well-oiled 
machine, humming at the base of Dong Khoi.  Shame they make you pay first 
world prices.  If you really don’t care about price, then stay at the Park Hyatt (C5).  
As you pull up to its gorgeous white exterior overlooking Opera, you’ll feel what 
you already know; you’ve arrived.  What’s $400+ among alpha friends? 
 
|| tripadvisor.com || majesticsaigon.com.vn || wotif.com || 
||tnktravelvietnam.com || hotels-in-vietnam.com ||

Linh Hotel

Ho Sen VIP room

Majestic - go with a local

SIGHTS/ACTIVITIES
Saigon.  Manhattan on mopeds.  A city finding 
its feet in the international world and loving it.  
Communism meets capitalism.  SE Asia with extra 
Chinese and a dash of French.  Energy, beautiful 
people, incredible shopping, wonderful food.

Whilst not blessed with great buildings and parks, 
City Hall (C3), Notre Dame (A3) and the Post 
Office (A3) will give you your Kodak moment.  Up 
early?  Join the old ladies doing tai chi at the 
park by Pham Ngu Lao (F1).  Less fun but more 
important, a visit to the  War Remnants Museum 
(B1) is almost obligatory, given the still shocking 

recent history of this town/country.  Go before you eat and emerge as a card-
carrying pacifist.  If you have a day, make an early start and book a trip to the 
Chu Chi tunnels.  See why the War was always going to be lost.  

Had enough of the ugly?  Tick off one of the 
‘1001 places to see before you die’ by visiting the 
stunning Mekong Delta.  For the best value tour 
options  head over to Pham Ngu Lao (F1).  Two-day 
trips are best if you have time.  If you have money, 
skip the two star hotel included in your tour and 
stay at the marvellous Victoria Hotel, Can Tho.  

You have more than two days?  
Don’t hesitate.  Get on the 
one-hour flight to Phu Quoc, 
off the southern coast.  It’s the 
same size as Phuket, Thailand 
and just as beautiful, but last 
year less than 50,000 visitors 

made it here.  By contrast Phuket welcomed 2.6 million.  
See it before the hordes arrive.  Stay at La Veranda ($165),  
Mango Bay ($60), or Beach Club ($25).  

|| deltaadventuretours.com || kimcafetravel.com || vietnamairlines.com ||  
|| laverandaresort.com || mangobayphuquoc.com || beachclubvietnam.com ||
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Sights
Art Museum F3
City Musem C2
Notre Damn A3
Post Office A3
Reunification Palace C1
War Remnants Museum B1

Accommodation
An An F6
Bich Duyen F6
Blue River Hotel F6
Caravelle C5
Grand Hotel D6
Ho Sen C6
Linh C6
Legend Hote C6
Majestic E6
New World Hotel F1
Ordinary B& B C6
Park Hyatt C5
Renaissance Riverside D6
Rex Hotel D4
Sao Hotel B5
Sheraton C5
Skygarden Appartments A5
Spring Hotel A5
Thanh Loc E4

Shopping
Anh Ba C3
Antiques F3
Aspect D’Orient D4
Aubade C4
Authentique D6
Ben Thanh Art & Fram A6
Ben Thanh Market E2
Ben Thanh Night Market E2
Bookazine D6
BT Clothes E2
Butterfly D5
Catherine Denoual B5
Chuck and Anna D5
Creation D5
Dien Thoai Mobile B4
Dogma E6
Dolce Casa D5
Embroidery Emporium D3
Fahasa books C4/D5
Falconnable E6
Gaya E4
Gift 42 D6
Gom Viet C3
H&M Silk D5
Harnn C6/E3
Ho Tung Mau DVD/Elec E5
Illusions B5
Indochina C5
Ipa Nima D3/F1
Juka C5
Khai Silk D5/D6
Kim Phuong C4

La Bella D3
La Bella Blue D3
Le Hang D3
Liti C4
Mandarina D3
MG Decoration D3
Minh Hanh D6
Mosaic D5
NGA C4/D3
Ngyuyen Freres E6
NT Jewelery E1
Saigon Craft D5
Song C4
Thuan Ao Dai C4
Ton That Dam Market E5
Verlim F5
Viet Thanh C4/D4

Art
Apricot D6
DK Art C4
Gallery Deli D5
Hanoi Studio C6
Mai Phuong C4
Tu Do Gallery E5

Tailors
Cao Minh D3
Minh Doan D2
T&V C5

Useful
Family Medical 822 7848
Cho Ray Hospital 855 4137
Emergency Centre 829 2071
Int Medical Ctr 865 4025
Grand Dentistry 821 9446
Information 1080
Ben Thanh Taxi 842 2422
Saigon Taxi 842 4242
Mr Thang driver 912 0222
Vina Taxi 811 1111
Hiep Moto 0908 133 955
Joseph Moto 0903 336 841
Dung Moto 0918 379 741
Vietnam Air 832 0320
Airport 844 6665
Kim Travel 920 5552
Delta Adventures 920 2112
Handspan Travel 925 7605
Tour Guide 0903 681 564
Just Men 914 1407
Spa Tropic 827 5813
L’Apothiquarie 822 1218

ATM
ANZ D6
HSBC B3
Le Loi D4
Lucky Plaza D5
Park Hyatt B5
Pasteur D3
Pho Duc Chinh F3
Sheraton L1 Casino D5

Hotels
An An 837 8037 
Bich Duyen...............837 4588
Blue River 837 6483
Caravelle 823 4999
Linh 824 3954
Majestic 829 5517
Sheraton 827 2828 
Park Hyatt 824 1234 
Renaissance Rvr......822 0033 

Streets
Alexandre de Rhodes A2-B1
Cao Ba Quat B6-B5
Dong Du C6-D5
Dong Khoi E6-B3
Hai Bai Trung C6-A3
Ham Nghi F6 - F3
Ho Tung Mau E5-F5
Ho Huan Nghiep D6
Huynh Thuc Khang E5-E3
Lam Son Square C4-C5
Le Cong Kieu F4-F3
Le Duan A2-B2
Le Lai F1
Le Loi C5-E3
Le Thanh Ton A6-D3
Luu Van Lang E3-E2
Ly Tu Trong A6-E1
Mac Thi Buoi D5-C6
Nam Ky Khoi Nghia F3-B1
Ngo Duc Ke D6-E5
Nguyen Du A4-D1
Nguyen Hue E6-C4
Nguyen Sieu B6-B5
Nguyen Thiep D5
Nguyen Trai E2-E1
Nguyen Trung Truc E3-D2
Pasteur F4-A1
Pham Ngu Lao F2-F1
Pho Duc Chinh F4
Thai Van Lung B6-A5
Thi Sach C6-B5
Ton Duc Thang F6-D6
Ton That Dam E4-F5
Ton That Tiep F5-E4
Tran Hung Dao F2-F1

Explanatory Note:
This listing is not intended to be comprehensive.  Entries are 
those assessed as “good” for international tourists.  “Good” is a 
weighted score of expert, popular and Mysherpa opinion.  
Experiences unique or special to Saigon. Those in bold are 
candidates for diamond awards in the upcoming Mysherpa 
Saigon guide. Research continues. Your feedback very welcome.  
12/07 

feedback@mysherpa.info

GPXB: 731-2007/CXB/218/12/HÐ.
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Restaurants/Cafe’s 

Aux Manoir de Khai A1
Bi Bi B6
Café Latin C6
Camargue B5
Chi Chi D4
Fanny E4
Hoi An A6
HTK street coffee E3
La Frochette D6
La Nicoise E5
Lemongrass D5
Li Bai C5
Nam Giao D2
Nam Kha D5
Nam Phan B4
Pat a Chou C5
Pho 2000 E2
Pho 24 C5
Pho Oso D6
Quan An Ngon C2
Signature D5
Sarpino E4
Temple Club E4
The Refinery C6
Underground D6
Xu B5
Glorea Jeans D5
Highlands D4/C5
Java C6
Kem Cafe D6
La Fentere Soleil D3
Mojo C5
Paris Deli D4
X Cream F3

Food 

Annam C6
Boniva D4
Ben Thanh Food E1
DK Coffee D5
Jeff de Bruges C6
Ham Nghi Food Shops F5
Ton That Dam Market E5
Ton That Dam coffee F5
Veggy’s B5

Pampering
Apothiquaire C4
Dong Du Salon C5
Just Men D4
Majestic E6
Qi C5
Rona 24 Hr F3
Rosa Blanca D5
Sacha C5
Spa Tropic A3
Xuan C5
Yawara D5

Pharmacy/Medical
Grand Dentistry E2
HBT Pharmacy C6
Family Medical Practice A2
International Medical Ctr B2
Nha Thuoc DK C4
SC Phamacy E4

Bars/Nightlife
Alibi Club B5
America 18 An Duong Vuong 
Apocalyse Now C6
Blue Gekko A5
CaLi C6
Café Latin C6
Carmen Bar A5
Chieu Thuy A5
Eden Bar F1
Gossip F2
Heart of Darkness A5
Irish House A5
Level 23 C5
New World F1
Ny Saigon C6
Phuong Dong A3
Rex Bar D4
Q Bar C5
Quing C5
Saigon Saigon C5
Sax n Art D3
Seventeen Saloon D6
Smiley B6
Underground D6
Vasco’s B5
Wild Horse A5
#29 E6
#35 C6
#49 C5
#51 C5
#91 B4


