From the beginning of Naval Aviation, aircraft carriers have played a role in nearly every world conflict with the exception of World War I, the Iraq/Iran and the Afghan/Soviet Union Wars.

A portal to the past and a gateway to the future best describe my publications on U. S. Aircraft Carrier Deployments at http://www.uscarrierhistory.com 

The history of the USS Coral Sea (CV-43) and a tour of duty illustrate the life of a young sailor who was given responsibilities normally associated with senior officers.

Every sailor stationed onboard Coral Sea from her commission October 1 1947, to her decommission in 1994, played a role in naval engagements and activities while in port state side or over seas.

My name is Bruce Wayne Henion and I was onboard USS Coral Sea (CV-43) from December 1977 to August 1981.

While stationed onboard the Coral Sea, I was known to thousands of sailors as the Green Sheet Man.

I was the Operations Department Yeoman for three years and the Special Services Yeoman in port Bremerton, Washington for six months.  I arranged ski trips for the crew.

My fellow shipmates and I, along with other service members of the USS Nimitz (CVN-68), naval escort ships; Army Rangers, Air Force and Marines, all played a role in “Operation Eagle Claw” regardless of his duty.  Now days I guess I would have to say his or her role.

The Coral Sea left Singapore 29 January 1980 and was at sea for 7-days prior to relieving USS Midway (CVW-41) in the northern part of the Arabian Sea on 5 February 1980 in connection with the continuing hostage crisis in Iran.  

The Coral Sea traveled 6-days before entering a port, spending 89-days in the Indian Ocean and "GONZO" Station in the North Arabian Sea; while the USS Coral Sea (CV-43) was at sea a continuous 102-days.  The Coral Sea crew was awarded the Sea Service Ribbon, Meritorious Unit Commendation and the Navy Expeditionary Medal.

The Coral Sea story and tour of duty discloses events that have never been disclosed before.  

Imagine a movie with the crew of a pirate ship sharing moments in history with the Coral Sea – would the crew of the Coral Sea be able to see the pirate ship?  Is the pirate ship floating around traveling through time visiting the Coral Sea during events in history of significant interest or is the pirate ship the figment of the imagination of one sailor tasked with duties up and beyond the call of duty.  Does the crew of the pirate ship help the Coral Sea without the Coral Sea knowing of the pirate’s ships presence through the sailor?  Does the sailor communicate with the pirate ship by using old time flags or do the pirates come onboard not seen by the crew, hanging with the sailor.  Does something happen that causes the Coral Sea CIC to report the presence of the pirate ship sailing to close to the ship without a minutes notice in the fog. Is the pirate ship boarded, fried upon or does the CO of the pirate ship make his presence known to the crew of the Coral Sea?  

Introducing fantasy to real life situations is Hollywood’s cup of tea. My story is factual as is the history of the Coral Sea, yet once you have a factual foundation of the life and times of a sailor in a particular setting, during a particular time in history, the stories excitement is based on its content, bringing to bear the importance that one sailor can have to the commands mission.

The stories of sailors are posted on the internet and their courageous actions, hardships endured and self sacrifice will never be forgotten and one day movies will be produced in association with historical events illuminating sailors’ roles in relationship to a particular commands mission.

Stories of sailors can be found on line at the USS Coral Sea CVA-43 Association http://www.usscoralsea.org and USS Coral Sea Tribute Site http://www.usscoralsea.net 
Thanks to Lulu.com thousands of citizens throughout the world now have the opportunity to be a published author and on demand publication is available for both hard bound and E-Book version without active links of aircraft and historical data of the history of USS Coral Sea (CV-43), aircraft carriers operating with Coral Sea during her time of service and a tour of duty of the EQNEEDF onboard Coral Sea from August 1977 to February 1983 (ISBN No. 1-4276-0457-6). 

On line Aircraft Photos of Squadron planes of aircraft deployed aboard Coral Sea and aircraft carriers operating with the Coral Sea are accessible within the E-Book version of this publication, accompanied with links to historical data, oceans, places and people and can be found at:  

Aardvark Global Publishing Company, LLC (ISBN No. 978-1-4276-0464-4) http://usscoralseacv43.bookscapes.com allowing immediate access to photos of squadron aircraft deployed onboard the Coral Sea and naval aircraft deployed onboard those aircraft carriers operating with Coral Sea during her time of service, available through the Coral Sea Tribute Site http://www.usscoralsea.net and aircraft deployed onboard aircraft carriers operating with the Coral Sea during her tour of service is available through the Aviation Enthusiast Corner. http://www.aero-web.org 
THIRTEENTH “WESTPAC” DEPLOYMENT AND

FIRST INDIAN & ARABIAN SEA DEPLOYMENT
LOCAL TRAINING OPERATIONS & CARQUALS

OPERATION EAGLE CLAW

U. S. AIRCRAFT CARRIERS OPERATING WITH CORAL SEA

Iran History & Air Arm

Iranian revolution & Iran hostage crisis 
Cheju-Do Islands in the Sea of Japan on the way home via Korea

(13 November 1979 to 11 June 1980)

CHAPTER XXXVII

“USS Coral Sea (CV-43) with CVW-14 embarked (tail code NK) departed 13 

November 1979 Alameda, California, on her 13th “Westpac” deployment operating with 

the Pacific Fleet http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pacific_Fleet (25 January 1960 to Present) and 
tour of duty with the 7th Fleet in the Far East, she will under go her first Indian Ocean and 
Arabian Sea deployment during the Iranian revolution & Iran Hostage Crisis to strengthen 
the U.S. Naval presence in the crucial Indian Ocean area as tensions heightened over Iran's 
taking of 52 American diplomats’ hostage, in what would turn out to be Operation Evening 

Light
 during Operation Eagle Claw, the attempt to rescue the US Embassy workers being held

hostage in Tehran, Iran. Prior to her deployment conducted an intensive workup cycle, 
refresher training and CarQuals, to include many visits at North Island Naval Air Station, San 
Diego, Ca. February to November 1979 and was the ready carrier off the coast of California 
for about four months going from off the coast of Mexico, up to the Aleutians, and back, 
completing overhaul at Puget Sound Naval Ship Yard, Bremerton, Washington and sailed for 
Alameda, Ca. (6 March 1978 to 8 February 1979), during which time on 20 November 1978, 
Coral Sea suffers a fire of unknown origin while moored at Puget Sound Naval Shipyard, 
Bremerton, Wash., which causes damage to the medical and dental spaces, delaying 

departure from the Ship Yard as the medical department was completely gutted by the fire 

(11 months - the carrier underwent $80,000,000 overhaul, during which the last of her 5-

inch battery and all gun directors were removed - thirty-six years old., during which time 

Captain Stanley R. Arthur, relieved Captain Aitcheson, Jr. 3 June 1978 with Commander 

Hutchinson being relieved by Commander Curtain, USN, the Operations Department Head, 

frocked to Captain and assumed duties as the XO, while Captain Stanley R. Arthur is 

scheduled for rotation in December with Captain Richard M Dunleavy, to become the first 

Naval Flight Officer in history to command an aircraft carrier) (NHC Battle Order p _). 

Reclassified CV-43 30 June 1975; involved in two Vietnam peace coast patrol cruises, 

ending with Operation Frequent Wind, the evacuation of Saigon 28 April 1975 during the 

evacuation of the Cambodian capital of Phnom Penh 12 April 1975 in Operation Eagle 

Pull, while her first Vietnam peace coast patrol cruise was during Operation 

Homecoming (9 March 1973 to 11 August 1973), following six Vietnam War Combat 

cruises during the Vietnam Conflict/War http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vietnam_War (1 
November 1965 to 17 July 1972), completing her 1st & 2nd Vietnam Expeditionary Force 
(VEF) deployments during her 1st & 2nd “Westpac,” (first CVA in the Bering Sea during 12 
December 1961 to 17 July 1962 deployment). 

She will under go her 13th foreign water deployment since her visit to Vancouver, B.C. (18 to 22 March 1960) when she deployed from, Bremerton, Washington upon completion of sea trials and a post-overhaul inspection and survey evaluation, commencing once recommissioned, following SCB 110A conversion (16 April 1957 to 25 January 1960), decommissioned 24 April 1957, completing nine tours of duty in the Mediterranean Sea operating with the 6th Fleet (7 June 1948 to 13 August 1956); reclassified hull classification symbol CVA-43 1 October 1952. She will under go her 24th deployment since her commission 1 October 1947” (Ref.1-
Coral Sea, 2-USS Coral Sea “Welcome Aboard” brochure, 34, 35 & 72).
“On 5 October 1960, Coral Sea debarked her two fighter squadrons ashore at Atsugi while embarking two Marine Douglas  Skyraider' -Night fighter modified for cold weather Jet Attack Bomber squadrons, VMA-121 and VMA-324, thus pioneering the "all attack" carrier concept” (Ref. 43 & 72).
	VMA-324
	Marines – Vagabonds - Attack Squadron
	Douglas Skyhawk – 

Jet Attack Bomber

Drone director
	 DX600
	A4D-2

	VMA-121
	Marines – Green Knights Attack Squadron 
	Douglas Skyhawk – 

Jet Attack Bomber

Drone director
	 VK800
	A4D-2


“USS Coral Sea (CVA-43) Air Wing would change from Carrier Air Wing FIFTEEN (CVW-15) to Carrier Air Wing FOURTEEN (CVW-14); marking the first time since World War II that two Marine fighter squadrons comprised the fighter arm of a Navy Air Wing. VMFA-323 and 531 F-4Ns covered CVW-14 during a period of hectic West Coast fighter transition” (Ref. 43).
The Air Wing was comprised of six squadrons and two detachments (elements of a parent squadron) which, acting in concert, perform the vital functions of attack, air intercept and support. 

Carrier Air Wing FOURTEEN (CVW-14) was comprised of highly accurate, light-attack weapons platform incorporation a number intricate computer systems adding in the precise deliverance of a variety of ordnance as is the case in the A-7E Corasir, flown by the Shrikes of VA-94 and Redcocks of VA-22, both based at NAS Lemoore, Ca. in 1978.
The first time onboard, CVW-14 embarked on Coral Sea in November 1979 in route to the Western Pacific.  

The air wing’s fighter arm was comprised of two U.S. Marine Corps fighter squadrons, flying F-4N Phantom II’s.  The Death Rattlers of VMFA-323 and the Grey Ghosts of VMFA-531 joined the CVW-14 team, marking the first time since World War II that two Marine fighter squadrons comprised the fighter arm of a Navy Air Wing.  They Grey Ghosts were normally a part of the 3rd Marine Air Wing home based at MCAS El Toro.

Carrier Air Wing FOURTEEN (CVW-14) was comprised of highly accurate, light-attack weapons platform incorporation a number intricate computer systems adding in the precise deliverance of a variety of ordnance as is the case in the A-7E Corasir, flown by the Shrikes of VA-94 and Redcocks of VA-22, both based at NAS Lemoore, Ca. in 1978.
The first time onboard, CVW-14 embarked on Coral Sea in November 1979 in route to the Western Pacific.  

The air wing’s fighter arm was comprised of two U.S. Marine Corps fighter squadrons, flying F-4N Phantom II’s.  The Death Rattlers of VMFA-323 and the Grey Ghosts of VMFA-531 joined the CVW-14 team, marking the first time since World War II that two Marine fighter squadrons comprised the fighter arm of a Navy Air Wing.  They Grey Ghosts were normally a part of the 3rd Marine Air Wing home based at MCAS El Toro.


VMFA-323 and VMFA-531 joined Carrier Air Wing FOURTEEN officially on 1 July 1979, and for the first time since World War II, two Marine fighter squadrons deployed aboard a Pacific Fleet carrier. It was also the first time without a Navy fighter squadron in the air wing. 

Captain Dave Rogers, USN, assumed command of CVW-14 aboard the USS Enterprise when the wing had F-14A Tomcats in place of the F-4Ns deployed onboard the Coral Sea. Captain Rogers or CAG, qualified in the RF-8G Crusader while attached to the Enterprise, bringing a total of 12 different types of aircraft he flew during his tour aboard the USS Enterprise (CVN-65). Prior to Captain Rogers's assignment to the Coral Sea as CAG of CVW-14, CAG Rogers had flown 40 different types of military aircraft, with over 900 landings on 14 different carriers. 

The Snakes were commanded by LTCOL Dave Denton, and were last deployed overseas during the Vietnam War between 1965 and 1969. During World War II they were one of the most highly decorated Marine squadrons and downed 124 enemy aircraft during the Okinawa campaign. During the Korean conflict, a Snake Corsair shot down a North Korean MIG-15 in aerial combat. 

The Ghosts were commanded by LTCOL Gary Braun and were last deployed overseas in 1972 when they made a Mediterranean cruise in USS Forrestal (CVA-59). The squadron saw action in Vietnam deploying to DaNang in 1965. In 1978, the Ghosts received the Hanson Award in recognition of being the best fighter squadron in the Marine Corps. 

CVW-14's attack and early warning squadrons (VA-27, VA-97, VA-196 and VAW-113) have been with the wing for several years and made the USS Enterprise cruise. VA-27, commanded by Commander John McGrath, flew the A-7E Corsair II. VA-96, commanded by Commander Tom Woodka, flew the A-6F Intruder and VAW-113 under the command of Commander Dieter Olsen, flew the E-2B Hawkeye. Rounding out the air wing were VFP-63 Detachment 2 RF-8G's under the OinC, LCDR W. H. Reidelberger and HC-1 Detachment 3 SH-3's with LCDR Richard Sadlier as OinC. 

VMFA-323 Death Rattlers - Combat Squadron flew McDonnell-Douglas - Phantom II Jet Fighter - NK100 (C) on the F-4N http://www.usscoralsea.net/images/7980f4vmfa323.jpg 
VMFA-323 Death Rattlers and VMFA-531 Grey Ghosts 79/80 
http://rleeermey.org/viewtopic.php?t=10068
VMFA-531 Grey Ghosts - Combat Squadron flew the McDonnell-Douglas - Phantom II Jet Fighter - NK200 (TC) on the F-4N http://www.usscoralsea.net/images/7980f4vmfa531.jpg 
VA-97 Warhawks - Attack Squadron flew the Vought - Corsair II “Jet attack aircraft - NK300 (TC) on the A-7E http://www.usscoralsea.net/images/7980a7va97.jpg
VA-27 Royal Maces - Attack Squadron flew the Vought - Corsair II - Jet attack aircraft - NK400 (TC) on the A-7E http://www.usscoralsea.net/images/7980a7va27.jpg
VAW-113 Black Eagles - Carrier Airborne Early Warning Squadron flew the Grumman Hawkeye equipped with Electronics - NK600 (TC) on the E-2B http://www.usscoralsea.net/images/7980e2vaw113.jpg
*VFP-63 DET 2 Eyes of the Fleet - Light Photographic Reconnaissance Squadron flew the Vought Crusader - Jet Fighter - Reconnaissance - NK620 (TC) on the RF-8G http://www.usscoralsea.net/images/7980f8vfp63.jpg
HC-1 DET 3 Pacific Fleet Angels - Helicopter Combat Support Squadron flew the Sikorsky Sea King - Anti-submarine - NK720 (TC) on the SH-3G http://www.usscoralsea.net/images/7980h3hc1.jpg
References: http://www.uscarrierhistory.com/index_files/page0012.htm 

Photos of Marine and Navy Aircraft during 1979/80 that flew onboard USS Coral Sea (CV-43) http://www.usscoralsea.net/pages/lnr70s.html 

Aircraft of USS Coral Sea (CV-43) and Nimitz: http://www.uscarrierhistory.com/index_files/page0005.htm 

Photos of Ships during 79/80 Cruise: http://www.uscarrierhistory.com/index_files/page0008.htm 

Video Clips of the USS Coral Sea http://www.usscoralsea.net/pages/video.html 

Phalanx Close-In Weapons System (CIWS) mounts was in place prior to “Westpac.” 

        USS CORAL SEA (CV-43) with CVW-14 (13 Nov 1979 to 11 Jun 1980)
	SQUADRON
	SQUADRON NICK NAME & PRIMARY  

          ROLE
	AIRCRAFT DESIGN  

     NICK NAME & 

   PRIMARY ROLE
	  TAIL  

 CODE  

 Modex
	   AIRCRAFT   DESIGNATION

	VMFA-323
	Death Rattlers – 

Combat Squadron
	McDonnell-Douglas  - Phantom II Jet Fighter
	  NK100
	F-4N 

	VMFA-531
	Grey Ghosts – 

Combat Squadron
	McDonnell-Douglas  - Phantom II Jet Fighter
	  NK200
	F-4N

	VA-97
	Warhawks – 

Attack Squadron
	Vought - Corsair II – 

Jet attack aircraft
	  NK300
	A-7E

	VA-27
	Royal Maces – 

Attack Squadron
	Vought - Corsair II – 

Jet attack aircraft
	  NK400
	A-7E

	VA-196
	Main Battery or 

Devil Spades – 

Attack Squadron
	Grumman  - Intruder -  Jet Attack Bomber - Tanker
	  NK500
	A-6E / A6-E/KA-6D

	VAW-113
	Black Eagles - Carrier Airborne Early Warning Squadron
	Grumman  - Hawkeye - Electronics
	  NK600
	E-2B

	*VFP-63 

  DET 2
	Eyes of the Fleet -          Light Photographic Reconnaissance Squadron
	Vought  Crusader – 

Jet Fighter - Reconnaissance
	  NK620
	RF-8G

	HC-1 DET 3
	Pacific Fleet Angels - Helicopter Combat Support Squadron
	Sikorsky  Sea King –

Anti-submarine
	  NK720
	SH-3G

	(Ref. 34, 35, 39, 41 & 76)

	(*1) disestablished on Mar.1, 1978

	(*2) disestablished on Mar.1, 1978

	VFP or VF(P) - Light Photographic Reconnaissance Squadron or Photographic Reconnaissance Squadron or Photographic Reconnaissance Squadron (Light) or Light Photographic Squadron.


“On 18 November 1979, USS Midway (CV-41) arrived in the northern part of the Arabian Sea in connection with the continuing hostage crisis in Iran. Militant followers of the Ayatollah Khomeini, who had come to power following the overthrow of the Shah, seized the U.S. Embassy in Tehran on 4 November and held 63 U.S. citizens hostage. Spokesmen for the mob demanded that the United States return to Iran the deposed Shah who was in a New York hospital at the time” (Ref. 1-Kitty Hawk).

“On 19 November, the Iranians occupying the Teheran embassy free three American hostages: a woman and two black Marines. Ten more of the Americans are freed the following day” (Ref. 1- Constellation).   

“On 21 November 1979, USS Kitty Hawk (CV-63) and her escort ships were directed to sail to the Indian Ocean to join USS Midway (CV-41) and her escort ships which were operating in the northern Arabian Sea” (Ref. 1-Kitty Hawk).

“USS Kitty Hawk (CV-63) arrived on station on 3 December 1979, and with USS Midway (CV-41) provided the U.S. with A-6 Intruder and A-7 Corsair II attack aircraft and F-4 Phantom and the modern F-14 Tomcat fighter aircraft, which could respond to a variety of situations if called upon during the Iranian hostage crisis. This was the first time since World War II that the U.S. Navy had two carrier task forces in the Indian Ocean in response to a crisis situation” Ref. 1-Kitty Hawk).

The US Navy's Pacific and Seventh Fleet 1979 CV and CVN Deployments and carriers from the 6th Fleet operating with the Seventh Fleet resulted in three CV’s and CVN-68 extending into 1980, operating under the direction of the Seventh Fleet in the western pacific or Far East:

	AIRCRAFT CARRIER 
	DEP
	 AIR WING
	TAIL CODE
	DEPART
	RETURN
	FLEET D. NO.

	USS Kitty Hawk (CV-63) (1st Arabian Sea and Persian Gulf)
	12th Westpac  11th SCS   1st IO
	CVW-11
	NH
	30 May 1979 
	25 Feb 1980
	537

	*USS Nimitz (CVN-68)       (1st IO and Arabian Sea and Persian Gulf)
	SoLant Cape of Good Hope x 2
	CVW-8
	AJ
	10 Sep 1979 
	26 May 1980
	540

	+USS Midway (CV-41)        (4th IO and  Arabian Sea)
	
	CVW-5
	NF
	30 Sep 1979 
	20 Feb 1980
	541

	USS Coral Sea (CV-43)           (1st IO & and Arabian Sea)
	13th Westpac 
	CVW-14
	NK
	13 Nov 1979 
	11 Jun 1980
	542



	+ USS Midway (CV-41) 20th deployment as a forward deployed carrier stationed at Yokosuka, Japan (NAF Atsugi, Japan)

	(Ref. U. S. Navy Deployment History Resources)

	*East coast


The US Navy's Pacific and Seventh Fleet Aircraft Carriers Deployments for 1980 are:

	AIRCRAFT CARRIER 
	DEP
	 AIR WING
	TAIL CODE
	DEPART
	RETURN
	FLEET D. NO.

	USS Constellation (CV-64)         (2nd IO and Gulf of Aden via the Arabian Sea) 
	12th Westpac
	CVW-9
	NK
	26 Feb 1980
	15 Oct 1980
	544

	USS Dwight D. Eisenhower (CVN-69)       (1st IO Arabian Sea and Persian Gulf)
	1st IO  Cape of Good Hope x 2
	CVW-7
	AG
	15 Apr 1980
	22 Dec 1980
	546

	+USS Midway (CV-41) 
	55h IO
	CVW-5
	NF
	14 Jul 1980
	26 Nov 1980
	547



	USS Ranger (CV-61) 
	15Th Westpac    2nd IO
	CVW-2
	NE
	10 Sep 1980 
	5 May 1981
	550

	*USS Independence (CV-62)       (2nd IO and Arabian Sea and Persian Gulf)
	15th Med Suez Canal
	CVW-6
	AE
	19 Nov 1980 
	10 Jun 1981
	551

	 (Ref. U. S. Navy Deployment History Resources)

	+USS Midway (CV-41) 20th deployment as a forward deployed carrier stationed at Yokosuka, Japan (NAF Atsugi, Japan)

	USS Dwight D. Eisenhower (CVN-69) with CVW-7 embarked departed Norfolk, Virginia 
15 April 1980, on her first Indian Ocean and Arabian Sea/Gulf (Persian Gulf) deployment operating with the 7th Fleet, steaming through the Southern Atlantic to the bottom of South Africa and through the Mazambique Channel to the Arabian Gulf  

	*East Coast


USS Coral Sea (CV-43) departed Subic Bay, Republic of Philippines 9 January 1980 and steamed for Pattaya Beach, Thailand.

	“Jimmy Carter stands firm on embargo against the Russians 13 January 1980” (Ref. 12).


Pattaya Beach, Thailand

USS Coral Sea (CV-43) arrived Thailand 18 January 1980, having departed Subic Bay, Republic of Philippines 9 January 1980.  Departing two days later on the 20th for Singapore.  Pattaya Beach, Thailand was charming.  We went to shore in small canoe type boats that would come alongside the carrier, requiring us to climb down ladders.  The captain of theses canoes propelled and steered the boat by lifting the shaft from the water, placing the propeller back in the water to the starboard or port side of the stern.  Speedboat Para sailing was really popular.  

USS Coral Sea (CV-43) Co, Captain Dunleavy announced to the crew he did not want anyone Para sail gliding.  There’s always someone who pushes things to the limit.  One sailor Para sailed all around the Carrier.  The Captain ordered the Master-At-Arms “Shore Patrol” to arrest him when he came ashore.  Captains Mast was convened and this guy was busted.
“USS Nimitz (CVN-65) and her escort ships joined USS Kitty Hawk (CV-63) and USS Midway (CV-41) and their escort ships on station in the Arabian Sea on 22 January 1980. The following day Kitty Hawk departed for Subic Bay, R.P., having spent 64 days in operations connected with the Iranian crisis. For their actions in the region, Kitty Hawk and CVW-15 sailors and officers were awarded the Navy Expeditionary Medal” (Ref. 1- Kitty Hawk).

	“On January 21, 1981, Jimmy Carter speaks bitterly on the behavior of the Iranians in an interview before boarding a plane for Germany to meet with the hostages” (Ref. 12). 

“Jimmy Carter's State of the Union Address 23 January 1980, with an introduction by Tip O'Neill January 23, 1980.  Reactions and discussion to President Carter's State of the Union Address, by Richard Valeriani, John Palmer, David Brinkley, Carole Simpson, Robert Byrd, and Ted Stevens. Broadcast on NBC TV” (Ref. 12). 

“Reactions and discussion to President Carter's State of the Union Address, by Richard Valeriani, John Palmer, David Brinkley, Carole Simpson, Robert Byrd, and Ted Stevens January 23, 1980. Broadcast on NBC TV” (Ref. 12).  


The Coral Sea left Singapore 29 January 1980 and was at sea for 7-days prior to relieving USS Midway (CVW-41) in the northern part of the Arabian Sea on 5 February 1980 in connection with the continuing hostage crisis in Iran.  

The Coral Sea traveled 6-days before entering a port, spending 89-days in the Indian Ocean and "GONZO" Station in the North Arabian Sea; while the USS Coral Sea (CV-43) was at sea a continuous 102-days.  The Coral Sea crew was awarded the Sea Service Ribbon, Meritorious Unit Commendation and the Navy Expeditionary Medal.

The Energy Quest National Energy Efficient Development, INC. will donate $1.00 to the USS Coral Sea CVA-43 Association, USS Coral Sea Tribute Site and Aviation Enthusiast Corner on the sale of each book and $1.00 for each E-Book sold.
References: http://www.uscarrierhistory.com/index_files/page0012.htm 

Photos of Marine and Navy Aircraft during 1979/80 that flew onboard USS Coral Sea (CV-43) http://www.usscoralsea.net/pages/lnr70s.html 

Aircraft of USS Coral Sea (CV-43) and Nimitz: http://www.uscarrierhistory.com/index_files/page0005.htm 

Photos of Ships during 79/80 Cruise: http://www.uscarrierhistory.com/index_files/page0008.htm 

Video Clips of the USS Coral Sea http://www.usscoralsea.net/pages/video.html 

79 to 80 Coral Sea Westpac Chart, Aircraft and Ships 
http://rleeermey.org/viewtopic.php?t=10378 

Photos of Marine and Navy Aircraft during 1979/80 that flew onboard USS Coral Sea (CV-43) http://www.usscoralsea.net/pages/lnr70s.html 

Aircraft of USS Coral Sea (CV-43) and Nimitz: http://www.uscarrierhistory.com/index_files/page0005.htm 

Photos of Ships during 79/80 Cruise: http://www.uscarrierhistory.com/index_files/page0008.htm 

"Operation Evening Light" and "Operation Eagle Claw" (1980) http://community.fox6.com/forums/thread/905345.aspx 

Operation Evening Light and Operation Eagle Claw http://eqneedf.jconserv.net/viewtopic.php?t=85 
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